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notesof interest

SPOUSE FLIGHT NOMINATIONS DUE

The 920th Rescue Wing is offering spouse
flights during the December drill training
weekend, Dec. 2-3, as part of its annual
Family Day celebration. Nominees must be
enrolled in DEERS. The deadline for applications is Nov. 27. Contact Public Affairs at
(321) 494-0536 or e-mail 920rqwpa@us.af.
mil for more information.

YELLOW RIBBON EVENTS

The Air Force Reserve Yellow Ribbon
Reintegration program hosts special events
for deploying or recently deployed Airmen
and their families throughout the year.
Upcoming event locations include Orlando, Tucson, Denver and San Diego. These
events provide access to information on
healthcare, education, employment, and
financial and legal benefits. Click on the
above link to register for an event.

WELCOME HOME

Senior Master Sgt. Derrick Brooks, 304th Rescue Squadron pararescueman, receives
a warm welcome from his family Oct. 16 in Portland, Oregon, upon returning from a
four-and-a-half-month deployment. Roughly 89 Citizen Airmen with the 304th RQS
participated in the unit’s largest deployment in it’s 59-year history, traveling to Iraq and
an undisclosed location in Southwest Asia. (U.S. Air Force photo by Maj. Christopher
Bernard)

SEE HOMECOMING ON PAGE 4
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USECAF TALKS MODERNIZATION

The Under Secretary of the Air Force discussed the importance
of rapid modernization during the 2017 Aviation Week Program
Excellence Symposium in Washington, D.C., Oct. 23.

WING HOSTS AIR RESCUE ASSOCIATION REUNION
The 920th Rescue Wing hosted 70 members of the Air Rescue
Association Oct. 20 in conjunction with the organization’s 42nd
annual reunion and ball.

RESCUE TEAM SUPPORTS ROCKET LAUNCH

Citizen Airmen of the 920th Rescue Wing assisted in three successful rocket launches Oct. 11, 15 and 30 from Cape Canaveral,
Florida.

FOLLOW
920TH RQW
ONLINE

NOMINATING SUPPORTIVE EMPLOYERS

Reservists may nominate their employers for
the Secretary of Defense Employer Support
Freedom Award now through Dec. 31.The
Freedom Award is the highest honor the
Department of Defense gives to employers
for supporting National Guard and Reserve
employees. The employers chosen exemplify what it means to go above and beyond
federal requirements in support of military
employees. Click on the above link and select “Nominate Employer” to get started.

FREE CHIROPRACTIC ADJUSTMENTS

Dr. Mitchell R. Greenberg with Injury Treatment Solutions, located at 1747 Evans Road
Suite 1, Melbourne, Florida, offers free chiropractic adjustments to military members.
No federal endorsement intended. For more
information, call (321) 951-9222.

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES

Tell your story. From missions, team building, and morale events to special recognitions, share your experiences through
iRescue. Keeping military standards, safety
and operational security in mind, text photos
with a brief description, names and units to
Public Affairs at (321) 615-0329.

rescuespotlight
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Master Sgt. Gerardo Ramos, 720th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron HC-130 flight chief, poses in front of an HC-130N
Oct. 17 at Patrick Air Force Base, Florida. Ramos traveled
to Puerto Rico Sept. 27 to Oct. 4 to provide humanitarian
relief to his family and other residents after Hurricane Maria.

Maintainer aids Hurricane Maria victims
Story and photo by Tech. Sgt. Lindsey Maurice
920th Rescue Wing Public Affairs
Having just experienced the wrath of Hurricane Irma as it tore
through his hometown of Melbourne, Florida, early September
2017, Master Sgt. Gerardo Ramos was on pins and needles
as he watched the next Category 5 hurricane, Maria, ravage
Puerto Rico, the island where he spent the first 21 years of his
life and where his parents, brothers and in-laws still reside, a
mere several weeks later.
“It was really tough watching the news and not being able
to contact my family,” said the 720th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron HC-130 flight chief. “They live in Yauco, on the south
side of the island. All the early reports said it was impossible to
access because the river that goes through the town flooded
the roadways.”
It wasn’t until Sept. 25, five days after the hurricane barreled
through the island, that Ramos saw the first news report of
people able to reach the residents of Yauco.
“As soon as I saw that, I knew I had to get to my family and
do whatever I could to help,” said the 21-year Air Force veteran. Ramos spoke with his supervisor about taking leave to
check on his family.
“I supported his trip to Puerto Rico because I could see how
passionate he was about rendering aid,” said Chief Master
Sgt. John Sosko, 720th AMXS superintendent. “The whole
unit donated goods which were sent with him. Without Gerry
(Ramos), that wouldn’t have happened.”
Once approved, Ramos found out some coworkers who run
a non-profit organization called Alpha CREW, were in need of
an escort to accompany a shipment of life-sustaining supplies

bound for San Juan, Puerto Rico on a National Guard C-130
aircraft out of Savannah, Georgia. Ramos agreed to be the
escort and packed his own case of supplies for his family to
include a small generator, batteries, gas tank and groceries,
before heading out of state.
After a 10-hour wait due to canceled flights and a massive
amount of travelers trying to get to Puerto Rico on a space
available basis, Ramos finally caught a flight, arriving in San
Juan around 5 a.m. Sept. 27.
Ramos spent the better half of his first day guarding the
Alpha CREW shipment until it reached the hands of the Puerto
Rico National Guard. With that part of his mission behind him,
he was now free to focus on reuniting with his family.
“I started my journey pretty much selling gas for rides,” he
said. “I would wait in line, fill my little gas tank and then dump
that gas into the tank of whomever would give me a ride.”
Ramos said he made it halfway to his destination before
having to stop for the day due to the island-wide curfew implemented after the hurricane. Luckily, he found a police station in
Salinas that allowed him to spend the night.
“The following morning I continued doing the same thing until
I made it home,” he said. “It’s a trip that normally takes twoand-a-half hours. It took me well over 12 hours to get there.”
Ramos said he was surprised to see the river already receding and the roads clear in the town.
“I could see the damage of Maria,” he recalled. “The rails on
the side of the street were bent and mangled like something
had hit them really hard. I was told that was from the force of
the water. The concrete electric poles were snapped in half
from the force of the wind. There were wires everywhere. It
was just a mess.”
SEE RAMOS ON PAGE 6

Citizen Airmen with the 304th Rescue Squadron search Mount Hood
National Forest, Oregon, for a missing hiker Oct. 23-25. (Courtesy
photo)

OREGON RESCUE
Pararescuemen from Portland’s 304th Rescue Squadron
participated in the successful rescue of a 34-year-old hiker
who went missing in the Mount Hood National Forest, Oregon, Oct. 21. Citizen Airmen searched for three days, Oct.
23-25, dedicating more than 300 man hours and covering
approximately 60 miles of terrain in support of the search.
It was not until Oct. 26, a day the unit could not support the
search mission, that other rescue personnel were finally able
to locate the disoriented hiker.
“Those who participated in the search gave it everything
they had and were definitely feeling it days afterward,” said
Lt. Col. Jesse Peterson, 943rd Rescue Group commander.
“The terrain was steep and many were carrying equipment
such as ropes, lights and medical equipment.”
“Overall, the 304th Rescue Squadron was very proud to be
a part of this successful search and rescue mission,” he continued. “We had combat rescue officers, SERE, pararescue
and numerous combat support personnel who raised their
hands and contributed to the rescue of the hiker missing for
five days.”

Citizen Airmen with the 305th Rescue Squadron, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, prepare for a search and rescue mission to find a missing hiker stranded in the Dragoon
Mountains Oct. 14. (Courtesy photo)

ARIZONA RESCUE
Crews from the 305th Rescue Squadron, 68th Rescue
Squadron and 943rd Rescue Group, Davis-Monthan
Air Force Base, Arizona, participated in the rescue
of an extremely dehydrated and sick un-documented
alien in the Dragoon Mountains, Arizona, on Oct. 14.
The patient was vomiting blood and could not safely
get down to the base of the mountains for support. He
dialed 911 and the rescue process began. The Border
Patrol located the patient and was able to push fluids
to him; however, they were unsuccessful in bringing
him down the mountain. The 305th RQS was called
into action. Once on-scene, the HH-60 Pave Hawk
helicopter crew located the survivor, who was at an altitude of 6,200 feet and performed a 150-foot, high-angle power limited hoist to insert two pararescuemen,
who stabilized the patient and called the Pave Hawk
back for evacuation. After securing the survivor, the
crews landed at the base of the mountain where Border Patrol had set up a staging point equipped with two
doctors. Patient care was transferred from the rescue
team and the crew returned home.

Largest 304th RQS contingent returns home
By Tech. Sgt. Lindsey Maurice
920th Rescue Wing Public Affairs
After a roughly four-and-a-half
month deployment, 89 Citizen Airmen with the 304th Rescue Squadron were welcomed home by family,
friends and co-workers Oct. 7-16 in
Portland, Oregon.
The Airmen, who deployed to
Iraq and an undisclosed location in
Southwest Asia, returned home in
waves by commercial and military
airlift.
“This deployment was twice as
large as our normal taskings, so
the impact on family members back
home was substantial,” said Lt. Col.
Jesse Peterson, 304th RQS commander. “That made our homecoming, which was delayed about one
week, that much sweeter for everyone. Many were brought to tears as
they hugged their loved ones on the
tarmac after months of separation,
and it was a poignant reminder of
what’s truly important in our Airmen’s
lives.”
Peterson noted that this was the
largest deployment for the unit in its
59-year history.

“This has been an incredibly challenging, yet rewarding year preparing for such a large-scale deployment,” he said. “It took months of
effort across the entire squadron to
set our deployers up for successful
combat search and rescue operations overseas.”
During their time downrange, the
304th RQS rescue Airmen participated in multiple joint training exercises
and conducted three medical evacuations of U.S. Air Force personnel
who were injured on base. The unit
was replaced by members of another 920th Rescue Wing subordinate
unit, the 306th Rescue Squadron,
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base,
Arizona.
“Now that we handed the mission
over to our sister squadron and
returned to Portland, we are focused
on reintegration with family and
friends as well as reconstitution of
equipment,” Peterson said. “Everyone deserves a little break after
Staff Sgt. Matt Trevino, 304th Rescue Squadron pararesfocusing so intently on our combat
mission overseas; an opportunity to cueman, receives a warm welcome from his family Oct. 16
reconnect with family members and in Portland, Oregon, upon returning from a four and a halfmonth deployment. (U.S. Air Force photo by Maj. ChristoSEE HOMECOMING ON PAGE 7 pher Bernard)

Citizen Airmen with the 304th Rescue Squadron show their patriotism during their recent deployment to an undisclosed location in Southwest Asia. The
rescue warriors returned home to Portland, Oregon, on military and commercial flights Oct. 7-16 after spending four-and-a-half months downrange.
(Courtesy photo)

An HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopter crew with the 301st
5
Rescue Squadron hoists pararescuemen off a roof while
other pararescuemen perform extraction training on another
house in the residential flooding area of the Guardian
Centers, Perry, Georgia, Oct. 11. (U.S. Air Force photos by
Master Sgt. Stephen D. Schester)

Guardian Angels train on multiple platforms
A team of 39 Guardian Angels from the 308th Rescue
Squadron traveled to Perry, Georgia, Oct. 12 for an intensive five-day training exercise at the Guardian Centers
state-of-the-art urban training facility before gearing up for
their upcoming deployment.
Supported by two 301st Rescue Squadron HH-60 Pave
Hawks and crews, the Guardian Angels trained alongside
Airmen from the 38th Rescue Squadron, Moody Air Force
Base, Georgia, and the U.S. Army National Guard’s 20th

Above: Maj. Cody Atchison, left, 308th Rescue
Squadron combat rescue officer, takes a defensive
position against incoming “enemy” fire during a casualty extraction exercise at the Guardian Centers,
Perry, Georgia, Oct. 13. Middle: Pararescuemen
from the 308th RQS survey damage in a multi-story training structure. Far right: Three 308th RQS
pararescuemen, parachute to their point of interest
during drop zone familiarization training exercise.

Special Forces Group, Birmingham, Alabama, in a variety
of scenarios to exercise support and recovery of isolated
personnel and equipment in contested areas in conjunction
with ingress and egress of aircraft within the area.
According to its website, the Guardian Centers is a stateof-the-art disaster preparedness and tactical training validation center. The metroplex, which contains 80 structures and
spans 16 blocks over 75 acres, enables large-scale disaster
response exercises and kinetic military operations training.
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ATTENTION TO ORDERS

TO SUPPORT AND DEFEND

Col. John D. Beatty, 943rd Rescue Group commander, enlists 18 men and women into the U.S. Air Force Reserve in front of an HH-60 Pave
Hawk rescue helicopter during the unit’s October drill training weekend, Oct. 14, at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona. (U.S. Air Force
photo by Master Sgt. Luke Johnson)

RAMOS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Ramos said it was a very emotional reunion when he finally
reached his parents.
“They had no idea I was coming and couldn’t believe I was
there,” he said. “There was a lot of crying.”
His family had very little food and water and were without
power. He made a trip to the only operating bakery in town for
a loaf of bread.
“The line wrapped around the outside of the store multiple times,” he recalled. “When people found out I was in the
military they told me to go right in. The lady behind the counter
gave me two big rolls of bread and refused to take my money.
She said ‘No, you are here to help.’”
Upon returning home, he hooked up the generator and
plugged in the refrigerator. Next, Ramos gathered all the
empty water bottles, filled them with potable water and loaded
them into the fridge to cool. After taking care of his family, Ramos’ mother fed him a little rice before he headed out to see if
any neighbors needed assistance.
“I thought of the front neighbor, a nice elderly lady,” he said.
After speaking with her, he found that she had nothing to eat
or drink in the last few days other than a few crackers. Ramos
said he ran home and grabbed the little bit of leftover rice he
had from lunch and a bottle of water from the fridge for her.
“I remember the bottle wasn’t very cold as I had just put it in
the fridge not long ago,” he recalled, “but when I handed it to
her, she said ‘Wow; it’s still cold! God Bless You!’”
“She gladly accepted the water and rice,” he continued. “The
fact that somebody was eating out of my leftovers, and she

was so thankful, is something I will never forget. I can’t.”
After getting a little rest that night, Ramos went to check
on his mother-in-law the following morning. She also had no
running water, no power and little food, but she doing okay.
Her adult children were looking after her. After giving her the
supplies he brought with him from Florida, he went to find his
brother, a police officer in Puerto Rico, to see how he could assist. Together, they decided to start going door-to-door to see if
there was anyone in need of help.
Ramos recalled the first house he visited belonged to another elderly woman in bad shape.
“I heard a faint voice saying, ‘come in,’” he said. “When I
opened the door there was this weak looking woman in a
wheelchair. She hadn’t had anything to eat or drink in days. It
was heartbreaking. I reached in my backpack and pulled out
what little food I had packed for myself that day and gave it all
to her. I wish I had more to give to her.”
Ramos asked if she had someone he could contact. He
called her daughter in Maryland on his phone to let her talk to
her mother. It was the first time they spoke since the hurricane.
After an emotionally charged conversation, Ramos left, asking
his sister-in-law to look after the woman.
Ramos spent several more days in Puerto Rico helping
neighbors, connecting people with their loved ones by phone,
and offering words of encouragement before heading back to
Florida. He said that while it was a tough week in Puerto Rico,
he is grateful for the opportunity. “It was physically and emotionally draining to see people that you love and care about
suffering,” he said. “But I am so thankful I was able to go and
help at least in some small way. I just wish I could do more.”

Col. Kurt Matthews, 920th Rescue Wing commander, pins the Meritorious Service Medal onto
Senior Master Sgt. Juan Maldonado for his distinguished service as the 920th Maintenance Group
maintenance operations flight superintendent from Jan. 31, 2014 to May 2017 during the 920th
RQW Commander’s Call Oct. 14 at the Patrick Air Force Base Theater. Approximately 1,000 Airmen attended the event. Maldonado was one of many rescue Airmen recognized throughout the
wing for their outstanding efforts following a successful Capstone Inspection Event; a long-range
rescue at sea; and hurricane relief efforts, among other taskings. Command Chief Master Sgt.
Douglas Isaacks took to the stage to address wing Airmen for the first time since taking the position in August. The biannual event also included Wingman Day and Employer Support of Guard
and Reserve briefings. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Brandon Kalloo Sanes)

7
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDALS:
Maj. Oscar Cardona,
920th Aeromedical Staging Squadron
Maj. William Perry,
920th Operations Group
Maj. Evelyn Waters,
920th Aeromedical Staging Squadron
Maj. Sakina Zerdani,
920th Maintenance Group
Senior Master Sgt. Juan Maldonado,
920th Maintenance Group
Senior Master Sgt. Nicole Ralph Conway,
920th Aeromedical Staging Squadron
Master sgt. Rhonda Danyus,
308th Rescue Squadron
Master Sgt. Darren Montefu,
920th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Jillian Ruiz,
920th Rescue Wing
THIRD QUARTER AWARDEES:
AIRMAN - Senior Airman Nicholas Justus,
920th Rescue Wing Command Post
NCO - Tech. Sgt. Christopher Dalton,
920th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SENIOR NCO - Master Sgt. Joey Taylor,
920th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
CGO - Capt. Mark Creager,
39th Rescue Squadron
HOMECOMING CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 4

From left to right: Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. David L. Goldfein; Capt. Zachery Butler, 304th Rescue
Squadron combat rescue officer; Staff Sgt. John Mellencamp, 304th RQS pararescueman; and Secretary of the Air Force Heather Wilson pose for a photo at an undisclosed location in Southwest Asia.
Butler and Mellencamp returned home from their deployment in October. (Courtesy photo)

re-prioritize efforts as we move
forward, preparing for our next challenge.”
The commander praised all those
involved in getting the Citizen Airmen
downrange and back home safely.
“We’d like to thank all those who
made this large deployment a success; everyone from 920th Rescue
Wing to 943d Rescue Group to our
304th Rescue Squadron members,
our honorary commander and our
key spouse, Mrs. Kristi Herron, who
maintained a strong and optimistic
network throughout the deployment
spin-up, execution and redeployment,” he said. “It was a gargantuan
effort and we are a stronger team
now than we ever have been thanks
to everyone’s cooperation and support.”

